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Our Monthly Letter
We Are Fun, Friendship and Learning!
Charles Dickens in His Third Century
Our Monthly Quote!
Eighth in a Series of Ten on !
Outstanding American Writers!

!

O. Henry!
(William Sydney Porter)!
American Short Story Writer!
September 11, 1862-June 5, 1910!

!
Great excitement of Miss Kenwigs at the Hairdresser’s Shop, etching by Phiz
(Hablot K. Browne), August ,1839. Source: J. A. Hammerton, The Dickens Picture Book
(1910). “The scene could easily be from one of Dickens's earliest Sketches by Boz, for it
reveals his penchant for character comedy and eye for detail in situations common
enough in lower middle-class early nineteenth-century London.” Image scan and text
by Philip V. Alligham, courtesy of The Victorian Web.

When wild geese honk high of
nights, and when women without
sealskin coats grow kind to their
husbands, and when Soapy moves
uneasily on his bench in the park,
you may know that winter is near
at hand.!
The Cop and the Anthem!
December 1904 The New York World !
Included in The Four Million (1906)!

Our April Meeting
Saturday, April 18 2015 1:00pm-4:00pm! !
NYPL Epiphany Branch!! ! ! ! !
228 E 23 Street, New York, NY 10010! !

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

Program: Nicholas Nickleby!
Chapters fifty-two to fifty-four!
Moderator: Marianne Roncoli
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Continued from page 1!

Our March Meeting
The following FODNY
members braved wind, chills
and slushy sidewalks to attend
our March 7 meeting at the
NYPL Epiphany Branch on
March 7: Marilyn Baranoski,
Irma Marie Cerne, Rob
Clere, Kristin Dennehy,
Bob Havlena, Mary Jane
Mallonee, Lynn Manuell,
Kevin Quinn, Mike and Su
Quinn, Mike Rosen, Ellen
Spears, Ber nice Stein,
Ke n Wa c h te l l , Wa r re n
Wyss. We also welcomed a
visitor, Fran Wolanczyk,
from our sister fellowship, the
Dickens Fellowship of New
York Inc.!
Dorothy Smith, who’s been
e n j o y i n g t h e s u n i n Po r t
Charlotte, FL, lucky girl, sent
greetings to one and all.!

!

Moderator, Mike Quinn, led
us through chapters forty-six
through fifty-one of Nicholas
Nickleby with dispatch. !
We opened our discussion
with two posthumous reviews
of Nicholas Nickleby, the first
by George Henry Lewes in
1 8 7 2 a n d t h e s e co n d b y
Edmond Gosse in 1897. The
consensus, by and large, held
the Lewes review to be less
generous than the one by
Gosse. !
Next, we conducted a mental
exercise about Dickensian
names. What association(s) do
the following names bring to
mind a s we read and hear
them?!

!

1. Gride: Harsh, Cruel.!
2. Snittle: Skinny, Weird.!
3. Crummles: Bigger than
life, Family, Expansiveness.!
4. Smike: Pitiful, Hurt, Take
a Hike, Smike! !
5. Snawley: Mean, Fawning,
Sneaky.!

!

Would these associations
come to mind had we not first
read about these characters
and seen the illustrations by
Phiz? !
No, said we all! Dickens had
the knack of making the name
f i t t h e c h a r a c te r a n d t h e
character the name.!

!

Another discussion compared
Kate Nickleby and Madeline
Bray. Our consensus was that
Madeline comes across as a
less sympathetic character
than Kate because she is an
emotionally abused child who
doesn’t know how to stand up
f o r h e r s e l f. He r b e a u t y
initially attracts Nicholas, but
her dependency and
victimization by a father who
ought to care for her attract
him even more. Is she similar
to Smike in this respect?!
Kate, for her part, has a better
sense of herself as someone
valuable. Is this why she can
stand up even to Uncle Ralph?!

!

Please join us on Saturday,
April 18 at the Epiphany
b r a n c h w i t h Ma r i a n n e
Roncoli as Moderator. !

!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

The Friends Bulletin Board!
Our April Birthdays!

!

We wish a Happy Birthday and another
year of Fun, Friendship and Learning to our
April birthday celebrants: Kevin Quinn
on the fourth, Su Quinn on the twelfth
and Bob Genalo on the twentysecond.!

!

The
Me rc h a n t ’s
Ho u s e
Museum, 29 East Fourth Street,
New York, NY 10003 is one of those
New York City Treasures many
people miss out on. General
admission is only $10.00, $5.00 for
seniors over 65 and students. Hours
are Thursday thru Monday, noon to
5:00pm. Check it out. It’s a gem!!

The Dickens Circle!
Dr Thomas Southwood Smith
December 21, 1788 – December 10, 1861!

In 1840, Southwood Smith, who
was then head of the
Childrens’ Employment
Commission, sent an
account of child labor in
the mines to Charles
Dickens which filled
the author with horror
a n d i n d i g n a t i o n . In 1 8 4 3 h e s e n t
Dickens a government blue book on
sanitary conditions among the poor
which moved him to fight such social
evils. The Chimes and Bleak House are but
two of the blows Dickens struck for
reform. In his biography Michael
S l a te r c i te s C D ’s d i s g u s t w i t h
churchmen, particularly at Oxford
University, who embroiled themselves
in sectarian infighting (p. 214) instead
of alleviating human suffering.
S o u t h w o o d S m i t h w o r ke d a n d
advocated widely in behalf of sanitary
reform. His reports on quarantine
(1845), cholera (1850), yellow fever
(1852), and on the results of sanitary
improvement (1854) were of world-wide
use.
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Our April Meeting!
Ma r i a n n e Ro n co l i w i l l
guide us through chapters
fifty-two to fifty-four when
next we meet on April 18 at
the Epiphany branch.!
In chapter fifty-two Newman
Noggs manages to prevent
Nicholas from running off in a
mad r ush to see Madeline
Bray. He then returns to the
Kenwigs house and is elected
to escort little Morlena to
have her hair dressed. At the
hairdresser they encounter a
much changed Mr. Lillyvick,
much in need of soap and
other comforts. He returns
with them to the Kenwigs
home.!
In c h a p te r f i f t y - t h r e e
Nicholas goes to see Madeline
Bray and her father. Mr. Bray
is determined to sacrifice
Madeline in return for money
from Arthur Gride so that he
can live in relative luxury on
the continent. The long
suffering Madeline, of course,
is resolved to obey her father’s
wishes.!
In chapter fifty-four Nicholas
a n d s i s te r Ka te co n f r o n t
Gride and Uncle Ralph. Bitter
recriminations ensue You
must be with us to find out
what then occurs.!
Make your pitch at our April
meeting about the Dickens novel
you want us to take on for the
2015-2016 season. Three to five
minutes will be given to make your
pitch. We will decide on the book
at our May meeting. !

!
!

The Dickens Fellowship’s
109th
In te r n a t i o n a l
Conference, hosted by the
Bristol and Clifton Dickens
Society begins Thursday, July
23 and ends Tuesday, July 28,
2015.!
The Conference theme is
Charles Dickens Traveling Man.!
Conference venue is Bristol
University.!
Fu l l co n f e r e n ce r a te ,
including full board at Wills
Hall, banquet, all entertainment and trips is £720.00
pounds sterling per person.
Full conference rate but with
B&B elsewhere is £520.00.!
At today’s rate of exchange
£720.00 pounds sterling is
$1,071.02 and £520.00 pounds
sterling is $773.52.!
All payments must be made in
pounds sterling to the Bristol
and Clifton Dickens Society.!
A fine array of Conference
Speakers will be complemented by a variety of exciting
events, walking tours, good
fun, good cheer and good
companions.!
For further information and
conference booking contact
C harm ia n Ho wa rd at
charmian_howard77@hotmail.
com!
C o py to Per ter Mi cha el
petermichael@aol.com!
Yo u m a y a lso ma ke an
international call to !
+44 (0) 117 90 34390.!

!
!
!
!

The Dickens Universe 2015
at the University of California
Santa Cruz begins Sunday,
August 2 - and ends Friday,
August 7, 2015. !
The location is College Eight
and Porter - University of
California, Santa Cruz , CA.!
Books under discussion are
Mart in Ch uzzle w i t a n d
American Notes. The Penguin
Classics edition of these works
is recommended.!
An a dded bonus a t no
additional cost to those already
registered will be The Long
Wide Nineteenth Century. This
mini conference begins Friday
e v ening , Jul y 31 a nd en ds
Sunday mor ning , Au g u s t .
Attendees wishing to stay on
campus will have to pay for
additional housing. !
Single r eg is tra tio n wi t h
bedroom to oneself in a shared
apartment is $1260.00. !
D ouble reg istr ati on , pe r
person, in a shared apartment
and sharing a bedroom with
another person is $1080.00.!
The Dickens Universe is open
to ve r y one wi th ou t
distinction. You don’t need to
be a Dickens scholar to attend
and have fun. Your curiosity
and desire to learn is all you
need.!
The distinguished faculty
includes scholars from the US,
Britain and France. !
For more information call:(831)
459-2103 (voice) or email:
dpj@ucsc.edu!

!
!
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Lynn Manuell ~ Inspiring
Teacher!
Once every year the Broadway
Lea gue and the American
Theater Wing salute those who
achieve excellence in their craft
as actors, directors, writers, set
designers etc in
Broadway
Theater. These
are the Tony
Awards.!
This year, 2015,
in cooperation
with Car negie Mellon
University, they have added a
new category - - the Excellence in
Theater Education Award. This
award will go to the teachers
who are creating the next
generation of theater artists. !
We are justifiably proud
that our own Lynn Manuell is
among the nominees for this
new award. Lynn teaches
Theater Arts to Special Needs
children, pre-K through 4th
grade, at Public School 811@149
in Harlem. Two years ago I
visited Lynn’s school and
observed the work she does
with her students. I performed
in a fifteen minute skit of A
Christmas Carol with them and
loved every minute of it. All was
done under Lynn’s guidance. I
found her students, mostly
seven to ten year olds, to be
lively, curious, attentive, and
excited about theater. !
The inaugural Excellence in
Theatre Education Award will be
presented at the 2015 Tony
Awards on June 7, and the
winning teacher acknowledged
on the CBS telecast! !

We’re rooting for you, Lynn! As
they say in show business Break a Leg!!

!
!

Rose Roberts
Rose Roberts, who led the
our sister branch, the Dickens
Fellowship of New York for
many years, died on March 12,
2015, after a brief illness. She
was ninety-three and will be
missed.!
Rose was a constant a booster
of things Dickensian and in
2005, her branch’s centenary
year, led a Dickens themed tour
of the UK. !
John Galazin, current President
of DFNY, writes that Rose first
became interested
in Dickens after
seeing Ronald
Coleman star as
Sydney Carton in
the 1935 epic, A Tale
of Two Cities. !
Rose ran her own travel agency
and once taught ball room
dancing. In recent years she was
a volunteer teacher in a literacy
program, something for which
the Inimitable Boz would have
commended her. !

Recently, a teacher at Sarajevo’s
Second Grammar School
(Sarajevska Druga Gimnazija)
invited Edin to speak to his
students about Charles
Dickens. In as much as Dickens
is not included in the syllabus
the majority of students are
completely unfamiliar with him.
In his presentation Edin spoke
enthusiastically about David
Copperfield and and the life and
work of the Inimitable Boz. In
this way an unfortunate lack of
knowledge was redressed to
some extent. Edin hopes to
expand his own knowledge of
Dickens , which is already
extensive, and share it with
others. We think he has the
makings of a first rate teacher. !
The Dickens Universe at the
University of California Santa
Cruz has already invited Edin
to attend this summer ’s
conference on Martin
Chuzzlewit and American
Notes.What an opportunity! We
hope and pray that Edin makes
it.

!
!

A Letter f rom Bosni aHerzegovina
Edin Plevjakovic is a young
man who lives in Sarajevo,
Bosnia-Herzegovina. He is an
ardent Dickensian and an
undergraduate in the English
Language Department of the
Sarajevo School of Science and
Technology.!

Edin with a group of students and a
te a c h e r a t S a r a j e v o ’s S e co n d
Grammar School

